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Recounts

Introduction: Recounts
The Writing Guides series aims to inspire and motivate children as writers 
by using creative approaches. Each Writing Guide contains activities and 
photocopiable resources designed to develop children’s understanding of a 
particular genre (for example, fairy stories). The activities are in line with the 
requirements of the National Curriculum and the recommendations in the 
Primary Framework for Literacy. The teacher resource books are accompanied 
by a CD-ROM containing a range of interactive activities and resources. 

What’s in the book?
The Writing Guides series provides a structured approach to developing 
children’s writing. Each book is divided into four sections.

Using good examples 
Three text extracts are provided to explore the typical features of the genre.

Developing writing
There are ten short, focussed writing tasks in this section. These are 
designed to develop children’s ability to use the key features of the 
genre in their own writing. The teacher’s notes explain the objective of 
each activity and provide guidance on delivery, including how to use the 
photocopiable pages and the materials on the CD-ROM. 

Writing
The three writing projects in this section require the children to produce 
an extended piece of writing using the key features of the genre.   

Review
This section consists of a ‘Self review’, ‘Peer review’ and ‘Teacher review’. 
These can be used to evaluate how effectively the children have met the 
writing criteria for the genre. 

What’s on the CD-ROM?
The accompanying CD-ROM contains a range of motivating activities and 
resources. The activities can be used for independent work or can be 
used on an interactive whiteboard to enhance group teaching. 
Each CD-ROM contains: 

•  three text extracts that illustrate the typical features of the genre

•  interactive versions of selected photocopiable pages 

•  four photographs and an audio file to create imaginative contexts for 
writing

•  a selection of writing templates and images which can be used to 
produce extended pieces of writing. 

 The interactive activities on the CD-ROM promote active learning and 
support a range of teaching approaches and learning styles. For example, 
drag and drop and sequencing activities will support kinaesthic learners.

Talk for writing
Each Writing Guide uses the principles of ‘Talk for writing’ to support 
children’s writing development by providing opportunities for them 
to rehearse ideas orally in preparation for writing. ‘Talk for writing’ is 
promoted using a variety of teaching strategies including discussions, 
questioning and drama activities (such as, developing imaginative dialogue 
– see Fantasy Stories for Ages 9–11).
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