SHARED READING ()

Extract 1

Then | actually smiled. | don’t know. Sometimes when | have the
feeling like I'm almost crying, it can turn into an almost-laughing feeling.
And that must have been the feeling | was having then, because |
smiled, almost like | was going to giggle. The thing is, because of the
way my face is, people who don’t know me very well don’t always get
that I'm smiling. My mouth doesn’t go up at the corners the way other
people’s mouths do. It just goes straight across my face. But somehow
Jack Will got that | had smiled at him. And he smiled back.

“Julian’s a jerk,” he whispered before Julian and Charlotte reached
us. “But, dude, you're gonna have to talk.” He said this seriously, like he
was trying to help me. I nodded as Julian and Charlotte caught up to us.
We were all quiet for a second, all of us just kind of nodding, looking at
the floor. Then | looked up at Julian.

“The word’s ‘supposedly,” by the way,” | said.
“What are you talking about?”

“You said ‘supposably’ before,” | said.

“I did not!”

“Yeah you did,” Charlotte nodded. “You said the science elective is
supposably really hard. | heard you.”

“| absolutely did not,” he insisted.
“Whatever,” said Jack. “Let’s just go.”

“Yeah, let’s just go,” agreed Charlotte, following Jack down the
stairs to the next floor. | started to follow her, but Julian cut right in front
of me, which actually made me stumble backward.
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“Qops, sorry about that!” said Julian.

But | could tell from the way he looked at me that he wasn't really
sorry at all.
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