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archaeologist   
a scientist who studies people and objects  from the past

culture   
the way of life, ideas and customs of a 
people

fortress   
a place that is 
strengthened  
against attack

prehistoric   
belonging to a time before history was  
written down

pyramid   
a massive monument with a square base  and four triangular 

walls, with inner 
burial chambers 

restore   
to bring back to an 
original condition
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Fluency 
•	 It is important to monitor the children’s reading with respect to fluency and  
	 make teaching decisions based on the results. Problems with reading fluency 
	 may be associated with speed, phrasing, emphasis or prior knowledge.
•	 Group the children with similar fluency needs. Keep the reading within the  
	 children’s ability so that the target behaviour can be worked on. Plan to read  
	 to and with the children, modelling the specific fluency skill while gradually  
	 shifting the responsibility to the children. 

Comprehension
		 Ask the children to use information from the book to complete the chart.

Vocabulary and Language
•	 Ask the children to re-read the Word Feature on page 27. Point out that  
	 bore is also a homophone (words that sound alike but have different  
	 meanings and spellings).
•	 Challenge the children to find three more homophones on page 27  
	 (through, road and one). Then invite the children to find or think of five  
	 further sets of homophones and use each set in a sentence.

Aftershocks

Writing
•	 Choose and enlarge a picture of one of the structures highlighted in  
	 this book. Brainstorm a list of adjectives to describe the structure. Use a  
	 thesaurus to find new words. Review the list and evaluate the words  
	 which best describe the structure.
•	 Ask the children to write a descriptive phrase about each of the  
	 structures highlighted in the book. The phrases can be combined to  
	 create a group poem.

Structure Purpose How Technology Helped

Panama Canal

Empire State Building

Channel Tunnel

Lötschberg Tunnel

Synopsis
Amazing Structures features spectacular structures from  
both ancient and modern times. The book highlights  
the way these wonders help us understand the past  
and explains the influence of technology on more recent structures.

Vocabulary Development
Read and discuss the high-powered 
words on page 4 prior to reading  
the book. 
The high-powered words for this 
book are: 
archaeologist, culture, fortress, 
prehistoric, pyramid, restore.

Reading Assessment Focus
Deduce, infer or interpret information, 
events or ideas from texts: 
• �interpret information in a range of 

formats, such as maps and diagrams

• � use pictures to understand that 
scarcity of resources impacts on  
the selection of building materials

• �interpret text to understand that  
major construction projects affect  
trade and wealth.

Before Reading – Get on the Wavelength
•	 Discuss some of the world’s natural wonders; give some  
	 examples, such as the Grand Canyon, to stimulate discussion.  
	 Talk about the questions on the back cover.  
	 Ask: Can you think of some spectacular  
		  structures made by people? When  
		  and why were they built?  
	 Prompt with an example, if necessary. 
•	 View the Contents page and highlight the  
	 way topics have been grouped: ancient,  
	 modern and future. 

•	 Discuss the Word Stunner on page 4.  
	 Finally, give the children an opportunity to  
	 browse through the rest of the book. 

Workers on the Empire State Building didn’t have safety equipment. Surprisingly, only five people died during construction. Today, workers  on skyscrapers never work without safety lines.


